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Examination Degrees and Social Resources in
Border Regions:
A Case Study of Zhenjiang in the Southern Song Dynasty

Kuan-chung Huang

Adjunct Research Fellow, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

The Song Dynasty was the crucial period in which the civil service
examination system was fully developed and highly influential. The debate
about whether the examination system brought about social mobility has
attracted the attention of historians. However, the social impacts caused by
the civil service examination deserve further investigation. Until now, most
scholars have analyzed the developments of the examination system from
the perspective of central government, hardly recognizing the responses of
local society to the examination policies. This article researches the history
of Zhenjiang, which was located near the northern border of Southern Song
territory and has failed to attract the attention of historians. Mostly relying
on the writings Liu Zai, I explore the methods by which the local elite in
Zhenjiang pursued examination degrees and official careers. To reveal how
regional resources influenced the choices of local elite, this article further
compares the history of Zhenjiang with Mingzhou. Being the economic
center of the Song, the Mingzhou elite enjoyed abundant academic
resources which considerably benefited them in examination competition.
Through its analyses, this study aims to reveal the relationship between
local resources and examination participation.

Keywords:  Zhenjiang, Mingzhou, biography, examination
participation in border areas, community resources



